% A 5P sz el W
AN A 4 ) 4 7% | ;
e 7% 4 O /) / W Ve [ Dt
% % ) ) /i A A ot )
/ %7 % 7 “'," 7\ : /) /) g % |
y ¥ @ Ju (72 27272, (77 7722Y . % | " /|

Tips for writing the copy

)

o
glasgow, o 5
science \/'
centre



Need some inspiration?

Check out any issue of National Geographic.

Their two-page photographs are always
accompanied by a caption.

The captions use a really engaging style that allows
the reader to fully appreciate the image as well as
telling a story. The captions are ideal examples of
the ‘less is more’ approach.

These wind turbines whirring above the clouds
in Vantage, Washington are just part of the
Pacific Northwest's renewable energy boom. To
manage a surplus of intermittent power, U.S.
scientists propose underground compressed air
storage in porous volcanic rock.




Elements

When writing your copy, there are three elements

you need to consider. They all work together to tell

your story.

Title copy

Body copy

» BONE CELL

| A bone cell senses its

surroundings with narrow
projections. The synthetic
surface it is exploring, shown
as pink dots, was designed

to guide bone and skin cells.
When applied to dental
implants, it can result in better
integration, making longer
lasting implants.
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Giving it a title

Your title could give a simple description of your
image or your research, such as ‘wildebeest
migration’ or ‘heart drugs’. Or it might describe the
research in broad terms, such as ‘increasing
people’s wellbeing’, ‘unlocking the secrets of the
photon’ or ‘tackling myths about self-harm’.

HISTORY, SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

Searching for
a revolution

The 1989 anti-Communist revolution in
former Czechoslovakia remains a politically
sensitive and contested topic in today’s
Czech and Slovak republics. This poster
reflects the historical nature and current
political significance of research into

the ‘Velvet’ revolution. The first English
language, scholarly study of the revolution
aims to revise many of historians’ previous
assumptions. It will also contribute to
wider debate around the Communist era
and subsequent political change.
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What’s the story?

You only have three or four sentences to tell your
story. You're not going to fit in everything you want,
so try to focus on one important aspect that you
think non-experts would find interesting. Why is your
research important? What challenges do you face?

When the reader approaches the panel, they will
probably look at the image first. Your copy should
take advantage of this by explaining the image first
(the specifics) before describing why your research
is important (the general).

A virus particle flows

through a blood vessel

alongside red blood cells.

Scientists are working to

modify this virus for use in

gene therapy. It is hoped that

the specially engineered virus

: will be able to deliver genes to
\ specific organs or tissues in
the patient to treat disease.

GENE THERAPY




Top tips

« Try out a draft with people unfamiliar with your
research.

« Write with a conversational tone. Use warm,
friendly and enthusiastic language.

« Use active verbs.

« Keep your title short and simple. Anything over
seven words is probably too long.

« Keep your body copy snappy; your reader will
probably be standing as they read it. Aim for 50
to 70 words.




Where to start?

Try writing a sentence for each of these questions
then redraft:

« What does the image show?
« What is interesting about this?

o Why is research into this important?

Good luck!



